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Works First Published Before 1964 

 

 

Works First Published Between 1964 and 1977 

A: Initial term of 28 years, beginning on 

publication with notice. Failure to renew would 

have injected work into the public domain. If 

renewed, renewal term endured for an 

additional 28 years. 

 B: Initial term of 28 years, beginning on publication 

with notice. Failure to renew would have injected 

work into the public domain. If renewed, the 28-year 

renewal term would have expired between 1962 and 

1977. However, the various interim copyright term 

extension bills passed during that 15-year period 

continually preserved copyright until the 1976 Act 

became effective in 1978. Under the 1976 act, the 

renewal term was extended to expire 75 years after 

the initial publication date. 

 
C: Initial term of 28 years, beginning on 

publication with notice. Failure to renew would 

have injected work into the public domain. If 

renewed, the 28-year renewal term would still 

have been in force in 1978 when the 1976 Act 

became effective, at which time copyright in 

such works was extended to run for 75 years 

after publication. However, all such works 

would have still been under copyright in 1998, 

when the Sonny Bono Copyright Term 

Extension Act (CTEA) became effective. That 

legislation further extended the term of 

copyright so that the renewal term now will 

expire 95 years after the initial publication 

date. 

 

Explanations/Reasons 
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Works Created Before 1977 and Published Between 1978 and 2002 

 

Works Created Before 1977 and Either Published After 2002 or Never Published 

D: Initial term of 28 years beginning on publication 

with notice. In 1992, Congress passed legislation 

making the renewal term automatic for works in this 

class. Because the initial term in these works would 

have expired after 1992, no renewal was necessary, 

although an optional renewal registration could be 

made. The renewal term originally would have expired 

75 years after the date of first publication. However, all 

such works would have still been under copyright in 

1998, when the Sonny Bono Copyright Term Extension 

Act (CTEA) became effective. That legislation further 

extended the term of copyright so that the renewal 

term now will expire 95 years after the initial 

publication date. 

 

E: Unitary term of life of the author plus 70 years. 

However, under section 303 of the 1976 Act, if the work 

was published prior to the end of 2002, the copyright 

does not expire until 2047. Consequently, in cases in 

this category where the author died before 1977 (that 

is, 2047 minus 70 years), the work will remain protected 

until 2047. 

 

F: Unitary term of life of the author plus 70 years. 

Although section 303 of the 1976 Act provides for a 

minimum duration of copyright through the end of 

2047, in cases in this category where the author died 

after 1977 the life plus seventy term would extend past 

2047, and thus will control. 

 

Explanations/Reasons 

Explanations/Reasons 
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Current Copyright: 

 

 

 

 

G: Unitary term of life of the author plus 70 years. 

However, under section 303 of the 1976 Act, the 

minimum duration of copyright for works in this 

category is through the end of 2002. While the owners 

of those copyrights might have obtained an additional 

45 years of protection (through 2047) by publishing 

prior to 2002, in this table we have assumed no such 

publication. Since the life-plus-70 term for works in this 

category would have ended before 2002, copyright 

would continue through December 31, 2002. 

 

H: Unitary term of life of the author plus 70 years. For 

works in this category, that term is longer than the 

guaranteed period through the end of 2002, and would 

therefore control. On the other hand, because there 

was no publication prior to 2002, the further 

guaranteed duration through 2047 is inapplicable. 

Explanations/Reasons 


